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If homosexuality was the normal way, God would have
made Adam and Bruce —Anita Bryant. American singer

39% No61% Yes
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Today’s Question

Do you mind hanging
out with a homosex-
ual person?

2...MUMBAI

Vivek Patil

Homosexuality was considered
to be a mental illness by psychi-
atrists for a long time. Today,
there are many people who still
think gays and lesbians are ab-
normal people. What they don't
understand is that, we are just
being true to ourselves. Section
377 of the Indian Penal Code re-
stricts homosexuals like me. We
aren't allowed to express our
feeling and behave freely. Why
should we be caged? Same sex
attraction is a natural phenom-
enon although some be-
lieve that it is abnormal.
Some think gay sex is
against nature because a
child is not born. But
they have to realise that doesn't
mean that gay sex is an offence.

When I realised I was attract-
ed to men, I decided to tell my
friends about it. They started be-
having weirdly when they re-
alised I had a different sexual
preference. They teased me.
Things became worse when my
colleagues insulted me. I was
forced to sing, dance and walk
like a girl at work. I felt stupid
because I was being ragged like
a fresher who had just joined
college. The people around me
seemed ignorant. Their juvenile

behaviour shocked me. I lived
through it because I knew I had
a bigger hurdle to face. I had to
tell my parents, I was gay. My
parents always wanted me to get
married. But I always escaped
marriage, saying work was im-
portant and needed concentra-
tion. To my surprise, my par-
ents weren't angry. They gave
me all the support I needed. I am
glad they stood by me. My
friends, on the other hand, con-
tinued being mean. They even
went to the extent of telling me

to get married so that
they could satisfy my
starved wife sexually. I
knew my so-called
friends didn't really care

about my feelings. I decided to
stay away from them. There was
a point when I was left all alone.
But I didn't lose all hope, and
joined a gay community called
the Humsafar Trust. Today, I am
fighting for gay rights. Homo-
sexuals have the right to basic
needs like food, water and sex.
We cannot be deprived of these
just because we are different. In-
dian laws need to evolve and it is
time homosexuality is decrimi-
nalised.

As told to Shikha Shah

We are open minded, as long as you aren’t gay
The city's homosexual community has come out of the closet and on to

the streets to fight for themselves. They want to make sure that the Indian
law decriminalises all homosexual activity. But Mumbaikars are split on

whether the law should be altered as they talk to Speak Up

first
person

We should condemn unnatural activity

Idon’t think India needs to open up to ho-
mosexuals. Condemning such unnatu-

ral acts is justified. Just because the West
is opening up to homosexuals doesn’t
mean India should follow. If homosexu-
ality is decriminalised it may give incen-
tives for people to experiment. It is a
crime and section 377 should not be with-
drawn. Like me, most citizens in this
country are not comfortable with homo-
sexuality and so decriminalisation is not
a good idea. —Ijaz Khan

JODIE FOSTER
was having a
relationship
with film
producer
Cydney
Bernard for
fourteen
years. The two
led a quiet life,
raising two
sons together.
However, the
relationship
came to an
end recently.

PEDRO
ALMODÓVAR
is openly gay,
and he has
incorporated
elements of
underground
and gay
culture into
mainstream
films, thus
redefining
perceptions
of Spanish
cinema and
Spain.

GEORGE
MICHAEL 
and his
American
lover Kenny
Goss have
been together
for more than
ten years now.
Goss is a
native Texan.
The couple
enjoy good art
and have
recently
invested in art.

Homosexuality is indecent 

Homosexuality should not be decrimi-
nalised. If the law is changed in

favour of homosexual acts, then it will
only lead to more people engaging in
such activities. What is the need to
change a law that has been effective for
so many decades? There are certain prac-
tices that are just unacceptable. Most
people think homosexuality is indecent
and so it should be banned. We just can-
not permit homosexuality in India.

–Mathew

It will encourage people to experiment

The decriminalisation of homosexual
acts is a sensitive issue. There needs to

be an open debate on this topic before
modifications are made in the law per-
taining to homosexual acts. The govern-
ment needs to assimilate public sentiment
before altering any laws. Personally
speaking, if homosexuality was decrimi-
nalised, it would encourage more people
to experiment around. Many people would
want to discover what it feels like to be ho-
mosexual. —Rajesh Gad

They have the right to privacy

Any homosexual activity that is per-
formed with the mutual consent of

individuals involved can never be con-
sidered as a criminal offence. Homosex-
uals should have the right to privacy and
laws are insane. How can the law keep
tabs on what people do behind closed
doors? It is common knowledge that in-
tercourse against the order of nature is
considered to be a criminal offence but
there is no way that the ban can be 
imposed in reality. —Sunil Chandan

Change the law now

People are indulging in homosexual
acts in spite of there being a law that

prohibits such acts. We are living in the
21st century, and if two adults want to in-
dulge in homosexual activity, there
shouldn’t be any problem with it. It is
time India evolved and opened up to all
kinds of different people. We shouldn’t
take a moral stand every time. I am a
very broad-minded person, and don’t
think such acts are aberrations.

—Pramod Kasle

Law makers should study homosexuals

Istrongly believe that people should have the
right to live life like they want. Why

should they be forced to follow the norms
of society? Different individuals have dif-
ferent sexual preferences. It is a person-
al choice and the law should not be in-
terfering with such matters. Rather than
turning a blind eye towards homosexu-
als, citizens and law makers should try
and understand their problems. Laws are
made to help people live together in har-
mony. —Abhishek Gupta

Gay stars who came out of the
closet for the world to watch

SIR ELTON
JOHN
is one of pop
music’s great
survivors. He
and his
partner David
Furnish tied
the knot in
2005. The
couple
exchanged
vows during a
ceremony at
Windsor’s
town hall. 

FREDDIE
MERCURY
was a British
musician,
best known
as the lead
singer of the
rock band
Queen. He
had a long-
term
relationship
with a
hairdresser
named Jim
Hutton. 

1860

5.1mn
Is the number of people 
living with HIV/AIDS in
India, but UNAIDS and 

NGOs say the numbers are 
much higher

10%
of all the people around

the world are 
homosexual, say some
homosexual activists

is the year the IPC was
enacted. Section 377
makes “carnal inter-

course against the order
of nature with man,

woman or animal” pun-
ishable by up to 10 years

in prison and a fine

I was treated like an
outcast in Mumbai...

...but it isn’t the same
around the world

■ In the UK, the Sexual Of-
fences Act (1967) decrimi-
nalised private sexual acts be-
tween men 21 years or over in
England and Wales. The mini-
mum age of consent at which
a person may lawfully consent
to buggery and to certain ho-
mosexual acts was then re-
duced to 16 in England and
Wales by the Sexual Offences
(Amendment) Act 2000.
This came into force in
2001.
■In 1973 the Dutch mental
health institutions
stopped treating homosexuali-
ty as an illness and the 
military lifted its ban on homo-
sexuals.
■ In America, the US Supreme
Court eliminated all state
sodomy laws in 2003, opening
the floodgates to the legalisa-
tion of homosexuality and
same-sex marriages, state by
state.
■ In Europe, social and em-
ployment law surrounding ho-
mosexuality has been for-
malised and prompted by Eu-

Homosexuality
and the law

Netherlands: The first country to
grant gay marriage in 2001
Belgium: The second nation to le-
galise same-sex marriage in 2003 
Canada: In June of 2005, the
Canadian Parliament enacted a
law allowing legal marriage for
same-sex couples.
Spain: Spain became the fourth
nation to allow gay marriage on
June 29, 2005 

South Africa: South Africa
became the fifth nation to
recognise gay marriage in
2005
California: On May 15, 2008,

California's Supreme Court
ruled that banning same-sex
marriage in the state was 
discriminatory.

Nations that ban
same-sex unions
Honduras: In 2005, same-sex
marriages and adoption by
same-sex couples was banned.
Latvia: In 2005, a constitutional
amendment defined marriage
as the union of a man and a

Gay marriages
around the world

world
laws
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Source: Wikipedia, About.com

In response to, 'Has Mumbai Uni-
versity failed its students?' (May 20)

The Mumbai University is not what
it used to be earlier. Speak Up has

highlighted some grave issues like
the severe staff shortage it
faces today. It's really alarming
to know that an institute of
such repute is not the first
choice of students today. It was
rightly mentioned in one of the com-
ments that the cumbersome proce-
dure for admissions adds to the woes
of the students. This is one of the rea-
sons why students prefer studying in
private institutes. Going abroad is
the best choice for many as proce-
dures are simple with most admis-
sions being carried out online. Why

aren't the politicians doing anything
about the deteriorating condition of
the city's colleges? They will willing-
ly go for the inauguration of a new
college but will never think of reno-
vating the city's older institutes.

Mumbai University’s campus
at Kalina is in a mess. Stu-
dents often get lost in the cam-
pus because there aren't any
signs giving them direction.

There was a time when the universi-
ty wanted to attract foreign students.
I hope no foreigner makes the mis-
take of choosing to enroll in any of
the courses. They will have to put up
with the university's rude adminis-
trative staff, unclean classrooms and
unenthusiastic teachers.

—Karishma Grover 

Of course, all our students are going to go abroad

top
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Read Dhirubhai’s success story
In response to, 'What would you do with Rs44 crore' 

(May 21)

Instead of thinking of how to spend money, people should be
inspired by Mukesh Ambani's father. His story is an inspi-

ration for many. Dhirubhai Ambani's story is the story of a
man, who rose high. He had several drawbacks but overcame
them all, with sheer hard work. Dhirubhai's efforts have
helped Mukesh and Anil become successful industrialists to-
day. He sowed the seeds of their success. Today, everyone
wants fast money. And once they get it, they don't value its
worth enough. Young people do not want to save money. Sav-
ing is as important as earning. What is inspiring is that, al-
though Dhirubhai was not well educated, he made sure that
his children were well qualified. He ensured that they got the
best education. Mukesh and Anil seem to have imbibed
Dhirubhai's qualities. They are not spendthrifts and value
their money. Money should be put to good use. I would advise
everyone to read up about Dhirubhai Ambani's success story
so as to learn a few things from the legendary man. It is tru-
ly inspiring.

—CB via email

Thank you, Speak Up
Opinions are important and they keep Speak Up

alive. I enjoy reading the page as it gives me quick
takes on the latest issues. I am a student of journal-
ism myself and, in college, we are always told to read
the opinion pages. The editorial and op-ed pages can
get a little boring sometimes. But Speak Up always
makes for an interesting read.

—Rajesh T

I want to support a cause

Iwas glad to know that contrary to the popular notion
that 'money makes a person blind', there are people

who want to give a part of their money to charity. An-
other point that struck me while reading the com-
ments was how people plan for the future. When a 16-
year-old says that he has started saving money for his
children it is something that is quite remarkable. If
you ask me what I would buy with 10 million dollars
I would keep thinking. But, I know, I would keep one
million aside for charity.

—Soni Sinha
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Manorexia
The male version of Anorexia Nervosa.

■ Sandhya: “I dumped him when I found out that he
was suffering from manorexia!” 

Pooja: “Really?”
Source: www.urbandictionary.com

50 million is the num-
ber of predominantly homo-
sexual men in India

Fill each of the blank
boxes with the number
grid from 1-9, and the let-
ter grid from A-I with no
letters or numbers
repeating in vertical, hor-
izontal rows or 3x 3 grids.
Do not repeat any letters
in a line. Each puzzle has
only one solution.
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